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More and more cities have made pavement management a 

priority and are raising local revenues to pay for it

• Approved by Seattle voters in 2015 (replacement levy)

• 9 year property tax levy will cost median Seattle household $275 per year 

• Includes funding to repave up to 180 lane-miles of arterial streets, maintaining and modernizing 

35% of Seattle’s busiest streets



More and more cities have made pavement management a priority and 

are raising new local revenues to pay for it (cont.)

Spokane Streets Levy 

• Approved by Spokane voters in 2014

• Will support $25 million in street improvements annually

• Funding will allow Spokane to upgrade all 266 miles of arterials to a good condition and maintain 

them there throughout the 20 years. Work will include everything from major reconstruction to 

sealing cracks. 

• Other dollars, including those generated through the vehicle license tab fee, will be dedicated to 

repairs on residential and other non-arterial streets.



More and more cities have made pavement management a priority and 

are raising new local revenues to pay for it (cont.)

• Adopted by Tacoma voters in 2015

• 10-year increase in property tax, utility tax and sales tax (TBD)

• Projected to generate $175 million of new revenue and leverage an estimated $120 
million in grants and matching funds. City will commit an additional $30 million. Total of 
$325 million for Tacoma’s streets over 10 years.

• Will more than double street maintenance budget



More and more cities have made pavement management a priority and 

are raising new local revenues to pay for it (cont.)

Vancouver Street Funding Strategy –

• Adopted by City Council 2015

• $20 Vehicle license fee (increases to $40 in 2018), $10 increase in business license fees (increases 

to $20 in 2018), 1.5% increase of utility tax 

• Will generate $7.6 million per year by 2019

• Improve pavement condition from Fair to Good citywide (1800 lane miles) by 2034



At least 90 cities and towns have 
adopted Transportation Benefit 
Districts 

Map from MRSC.org



Challenges in compiling and reporting meaningful statewide 

pavement data for medium and large cities

• It’s A LOT of data, and there’s no dedicated resources to compile it 

• Federal Performance Measures are likely to require a different pavement rating 

system for Principal Arterials (all of which are now part of the National Highway 

System)

• Medium and large cities don’t all use the same rating system – Are we 

comparing apples to apples?

• The state gas tax is a shrinking share of transportation revenue for many cities

• Cities adopt their own priorities for the condition of their streets 
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